Athinorama, 24/04/05

Visual Arts/ Review by Despina Zefkili

Maria Finn at the apartment

Black & White Desert

Maria Finn’s second solo exhibition in Athens is a well thought out concept show that invites the viewer into a more personal, socially informed ‘reading’ of Michaelangelo Antonioni’s film “ Red Desert”.

White dominates the first gallery where only one work hangs. It is one of the whitest and less detailed drawings of the whole show. It shows an ethereal, almost happy woman outdoors, a serene image that is very much in contrast with the depressing life of the protagonist in Antonioni’s film.

Finn singles out scenes from the film, which she either draws or recreates them in real time and space and then captures them with her camera. Central to the exhibition is a slide projection of a large number of drawings and photographs that are shown without any obvious sequence, and which invite the viewer to come up with his/her own storyboard. Although fragmented and vague, these scenes convey the film’s general mood and intensify the role of the urban landscape, which in my opinion is the film’s main protagonist.

The exhibition is not simply a subjective interpretation of the film. By re-creating scenes from the film in Copenhagen’s urban zone, Finn also makes a comment on the nostalgia of a social landscape of the 70s,when factories were associated with class struggle and social battles. Finn’s insistence on her recognizable technique (pencil on paper,  featureless figures, detailed landscape etc) could have easily become a cliché had she not prioritized a strong concept behind the exhibition. And it is largely due to the multi-layered presentation and her careful treatment of the rigorous concept that Maria Finn wins her audience.

